
 The first thing you notice about new 
York comedian/musician Reggie Watts is the 
hair: a huge, swaying afro that looks like mil-

lions of tiny antennae programmed to pick up way-
ward signals from the ether for Watts’ improvised, 
stream-of-conscious live shows. Using a dizzying mix 
of absurdist humour, rotating stage personas and 
a capella songs created with loop pedals, Watts is 
happy to admit he often has a little herbal assistance 
when getting in the zone. “Half the time I go on stage 
I’m high on weed. I eat it 
– I don’t smoke it. Some-
times that will put me in 
a cool zone, especially if 
I’ve had a stressful day. 
I’ll just have a pot cook-
ie, forget the stress and 
just go and play.”

Born in Germany to 
an African-American fa-
ther and French mother, 
the 38-year-old credits 
an isolated upbringing 
in rural Montana for his 
artistic development. “It 
contributed to me having a lot of time on my own to 
fuck around. At school I’d compete in drama events 
and use music as a tool to be funny. I did stupid char-
acters, a bunch of voices – basically stuff that I do now 
minus the loop pedal. That led to a stand-up competi-
tion that I won, then more gigs. I was doing my thing 
and people were laughing, so I guess it was comedy.”

Having learned to play music at a young age, Watts 
found himself in Seattle in the early Nineties playing 
in whatever band would have him. “My thing was to 
say ‘yes’ to everything,” he reveals. “I played heavy 
metal, punk rock, avant garde jazz, funk, soul, world 
music, whatever. I just like collecting experiences and 
hopefully becoming a better artist through that.”

Armed with his gift for improvised humour and 
effects pedals (“Mainly because they’re highly porta-
ble and the least complicated thing possible,” he says), 
Watts spent the better part of 2010 touring with TV 
titan Conan O’Brien. “He’s a very tall, thin man – 
super scarecrow towering! The fi rst day we did the 
tour he came into my dressing room and hung out 
with me, asked me how things were and that really 
set the tone. He’s awesome – a really generous guy.”

The Conan gig also led to some unexpected benefi ts 
for Watts – namely the opportunity to cut a record 
with Jack White. “Conan was asked to do a gig at 
Third Man Records in Nashville so I went along to 
watch and asked about doing a comedy show there. I 
talked to Jack but didn’t think anything was gonna 
come of it, then months later I got an offer to go do a 
live comedy record there. I was like, ‘Holy shit!’ Jack 
was there, John C. Reilly was there . . . this amazing 
event that was a chain reaction from the Conan gig.”

That’s not the only time a celebrity encounter has 
led to a gig: “I met Brian Eno at a technology innova-
tion conference and we kinda struck up a friendship 
from there – it was really weird. He asked me to play 
at each of his daughters’ birthday parties.”

Watts is in Australia for a slew of shows where au-
diences can expect, “A lot of hyper, zany, crazy, goofy, 
fun, fantastic, fun-fi lled magic times.” Pot cookies 
not included. JAMES JENNINGS G
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COMEDY

“Half the time I 
go on stage I’m 
high on weed,” 
says Watts. “I’ll 
just have a pot 
cookie, forget 
the stress and 
go and play.”
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Reggie Watts’ Mania Makes 
Musical Comedy Cool Again
Brian Eno’s favourite New York comedian 
has even cut a record for Jack White

Laughter the Best Medicine 
for Stephen K Amos
After having a hit at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival, British comedian 
Stephen K. Amos is bringing his 
The Best Medicine show to the 
Melbourne and Sydney comedy 
festivals in April. Amos has become 
something of a regular guest of 
Australian TV shows like Spicks and 
Specks and Thank God You’re Here, 
so expect tickets to sell fast. 

Jason Byrne Present and 
Correct for Comedy Fest
Jason Byrne has done rather well 
for himself on the comedy circuit, 
so you’d think the Irishman would 
be past begging for donations. But 
you’d be wrong. For Byrne’s Mel-
bourne and Sydney shows through-

out April, 
titled Cirque 
du Byrne, he’s 
asking audi-
ence members 
to bring along 
a gift for him. 
The best of the 
bunch will be 
put on display, 

and there will be a prize awarded 
at the end of his run for the best 
present. Byrne promises there will 
be some comedy in amongst all the 
unwrapping of goodies.

Lawrence Leung Prepares 
for Take-off 
Lawrence Leung wants a jetpack. 
The Aussie comedian has cast his 
mind back to the predictions made 
on shows like Beyond 2000 in the 
Eighties, and noticed that, well, 
pretty much none of them have 
come true. We should all have robot 
nannies and hover cars by now. 
Leung will get it all off his chest in 
Melbourne and Sydney in April. 

Danny Bhoy Still Afl oat, 
Asks We Don’t Shoot Him
Forget Billy Connolly, Danny Bhoy 
is the funniest Scottish comedian 
on the circuit right now. He’s play-
ing the Arts Centre in Melbourne 
and the Enmore in Sydney in April, 
with a show called Messenger 
(Please Don’t Shoot). “It’ll be about 
all kinds of bits and pieces, a lot 
of stuff comes from travelling and 
life, a bit of history. I recently spent 
eight months in the U.S.’‘

FESTIVAL HIGHS

Amos

Watts: the 
funniest guy 
in the forest

Byrne
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